
Summer Spelling Challenge 

 

Over the summer, practise your common exception words (CEW)! 

Send in photos to our school office email practising your spellings to earn house points and 
be celebrated in assembly.  

 

Common Exception Words 

Common exception words are a group of words that appear commonly in both texts and 
spoken language, but which can’t be decoded using normal phonics rules. This could be 
because they don’t follow normal spelling rules or contain unusual letter combinations. 
Some examples are ‘the’, ‘said’ and ‘here’. 
 

Why are common exception words important? 

 

One of the key reasons why common exception 
words are so important is actually in the name! 

These are words that get used a lot in both 
speech and writing. As children begin to read 
longer and trickier texts, you can be sure that 
they’ll come across these words often. By teaching 
children words that don’t follow standard phonics spelling conventions, children will feel less 
confused when they come across them in their reading. This will in turn help to improve 
their reading fluency. 

 

Spelling Strategies  

There are a range of strategies to support you when learning your spellings. Some of these 
will also be introduced through spelling lessons in school.  

Have a go at and have fun! 

 



 



 


